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Happy Labor Day, 
 

O U R  S O C I A L  C L U B 

P R E S I D E N T S P E A K S 

 

 September has arrived, but there has been no 

relief in the heat. It has been a great summer here in 

Ventura Lakes. The property looks good  with  lush, 

green grass , and many plants and shrubs have 

recovered from the record freezing cold we had this 

winter.  

 We had a flag dedicatio n to the Coast Guard. 

These are always nice events, and I thank the 

Honor/Color Guard for their work and dedication for 

taking care of these events.  

 The blind wheelchair race at the Triathlon was 

won by Ladonna Cox and her son Terry, who 

navigated the cou rse in record time. We shared 

salads and desserts and had pizza from Dominos. It 

was a lot of fun for all.  

 Thanks to Barb Lohff, with the assistance of her 

husband, Rudy, for handling the August potluck. Our 

thanks also to Sandy and Larry Klice for handli ng the 

blind wheel chair races.  

 Soon it will be time to start thinking about officers 

for next year. The nominating committee will present 

a slate of officers to the members during the business 

meeting in October, so I want everyone up north as 

well as he re in Ventura Lakes to start giving this some 

thought. All positions are open.  

 We also are still in need of a person to take over 

the Newsletter. Joanne is doing a great job, but 

needs to move on with other things in her life. We 

appreciate all she has do ne for us. Thanks Joanne.  

 

 Cathy Aleshire  

 

September Asters 

 

Monday, 6 September 
 

2010 ELECTED OFFICERS OF THE VL SOCIAL CLUB, INC. 
President .......................................................................... Cathy Aleshire  

Vice President  ................................................................... Barb Dworak  

Secretary  ......................................................................... Lynne Sanford  

Treasurer ............................................................................. Ollie Niccolls  

Members -At -Large  .............................................................. Judy Bilicic  

 Paul Bilicic  

CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES CHAIRPERSON Paul Avers  
Bulletin  Board  ...............................................................Diane Vorbroker  

Clubhouse Decorations  ................................................... Nancy Cook  

Kitchen  ............................................................. Bud Gault/Susan Dean  

Christmas Decorations  .......................................................... Bud Gault  

Flags ................................................................................. Jim Pastorfield  

PROJECTS CHAIRPERSON Shirley Capps  
Library ............................................................................... Gail Rutledge  

Newsletter  ..................................................................... Joanne Sullivan  

Website ......................................................... Don Waskiewicz /Bob Ives  

Sunshine Club  .................................................................. Nancy Dickey  

Bereavement Coordinators  ............................................... Diana Crist  

 Elizabeth Cunningham  

 Debbie Zalucki  

SPECIAL EVENTS CHAIRPERSON Marilyn Stebner  
Coffee  ..................................................................................... Barb Lohff  

Donations  ................................................................ Terry/Doris Wozniak  

Breakfast  ......................................................................... Dick/Betsy Neil  

Potlucks  ......................................................... Linnie Goss/Arlene Smith  

Entertainment  ...........................................................................................  

Ventura Voices  .............................................................. Peggy Weston  

Welcome Committee  ............................................................ Toots Rau 

OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES CHAIRPERSON Karen Coldiron  
Ladies Lunch  ....................................... Carol Clement/Rickie Freshley  

Tennis ............................................................................. Larry Ondecker  

Travel  .............................................................................. Karen Coldiron  

Menõs Golf ......................................................................... Jack OõBrien 

Ladies 9 -hole Golf  ........................................... Ann OõBrien/Lydia Cox 

OTHER OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Sewing  ʓ Knit For Fun 

Croquet  ʓ Shuffleboard  

Bridge  ʓ Hand & Foot  

Miniature  Golf  ʓ Texas Holdõem 

Water Aerobics  ʓ Mah Jongg  

 

O P EN  H O U S E  S C H E D U L E 

 

Contact: Mike Lesser, 575 -6220 

mhlesser@gmail.com  

 

Wednesday, 9/22, 10 AM to 2 PM  

mailto:mhlesser@gmail.com
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M A N A G E M E N T  N E W S 

 

Greetings to all,  

 

 Work on the lake banks continues. Several 

areas have had pipe installed and still other areas 

have had rip -rap installed. Please bear with us while 

this work continues. Ventura Lakes has also installed 

some downspouts around the homes in an effort to 

redirect the water away from directly running to the 

lake but rather let the wate r bubble up and run 

away.  

 Ventura Lakes has signed another agreement 

with VaxCare , who will provide a clinic for all residents 

for flu, tetanus and pneumonia shots at a very 

reasonable cost. The date for this clinic is 10/6/2010, 

from 10 AM to 12:00 PM ( noon). The sign -up sheets will 

be posted on the BB early in September.  

 Please be aware of your neighbors when 

enjoying your lanai in the evening hours. The noise 

and sounds from TVs, radios and other devices can 

be heard around the community. Some of yo ur 

neighbors trying to watch their own shows must raise 

the volume to overcome the noise. Please be mindful 

of your neighbors when enjoying our beautiful 

Ventura Lakes community. Thank you.  

 

 Dave and Ted  

 

Office E -mail  venturalakes@gmail.com  

VL Website  www.venturalakes.net  

 or www.floridaretire.com  

 

N o s t a l g i a / T r i v i a  

 
 Photo by Joanne Sullivan  

L to R. Nadi ne Sommerfield, Betsy Neill,  

Cheryl Dye,  Meliany Martin, Bob Dy e, 

Dick Sommerfield,  Dick Neill.  

 

 No-prize Trivia Question: What year was the 

above picture taken? Submit your answer to Joanne 

at Joanne1313@aol.com . Winner will be announced 

in the October N/L.  

S U N S H I N E L A D Y  

 

Contact: Nancy Dickey , 637-9075 

NLDickey33@yahoo.com  

 

Substitute Contact: 8/31 to 9/24  

Bernice Meissler, 505 -5055 

 

Get Well : 

Larry Ondecker #271  Chris Robb #131  

Frank Schmitendorf #293  John Villeneuve #68  

 

Condole nces:  

Lucille Gilchrist, m other of Lynne Sanford #169  

Ken Sanders #8, father of Karla Sanders #133  

 

 Please refer matters under the ôSunshineõ 

umbrella to Nancy Dickey  and sheõll send cards from 

our Social Club membership.  

 

 During Nancyõs vacation, please 

contact Bernice if you know of anyone 

in Ventura who is ill, has passed away, 

has lost a loved one, or is just in need of 

a word of encouragement.  

 

V E T E R A N S  S A L U T E 

 

Contact: Jim Pastorfield, 575 -2398 

jrpsuncoast@aol.com  

 

 Our next flag dedication will 

be on Saturday, 9/4 , at 9:30 AM, 

for the U. S. Air Force, whoõs 

founding originated in the 

American Civil War. Please 

support our programs by attending our scheduled 

events to honor o ur dedicated men and women 

whom we should never forget.  

 On 8/4 , we dedicated our outside -the -Clubhouse 

American Flag to the U. S. Coast Guard on the 220th 

Anniversary of their founding. We also remembered 

those who have fallen in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

THANK YOU to those who attended our ceremony.  

 Please remember, if you would like to dedicate 

an American  Flag for one month to a particular 

relative,  who served in a combat theater, please 

contact me. If you would like to donate an outside 

American Flag, tha t can be arranged.  

 
"Fall Out" until next month.  

S/SGT. James M. Pastorfield (USA)  

Adjutant  

VL Honor/Color Guard  

mailto:venturalakes@gmail.com
http://www.venturalakes.net/
mailto:Joanne1313@aol.com
mailto:NLDickey33@yahoo.com
mailto:jrpsuncoast@aol.com
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C E L E B R A T I N G  O U R  O W N  L A B O R 

H O L I D A Y  B R U N C H 

 

Contact: Sherron Arenz, 239 -223-2396 

caqua@live.com  

 

EVENT: Holiday Brunch  

WHEN/TIME: Mon day, 9/6  

PLACE: V L CLUBHOUSE 

DOORS OPEN: 10 AM  

BRUNCH 10:30 AM  

U BRING: Pre-paid Entry Ticket  

 One or more canned food for 

donation to a Punta Gorda 

food shelf  

 Beverage, cup, plate & utensils  

 Coffee will be available  

 

 Andé for added fun, each person should carry 

or wear an item which will give us all a hint as to 

her/his career prior to coming to Ventura Lakes. A 

ôCareer Guessing Contestõ with no valuable prizes will 

follow brunch. We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

L ADIE Sõ L U NC H 

 

Contact: Rickie Freshley , 575-2484 

rickiefreshley@embarqmail.com  

 

DATE: Thursday, 9/ 9 

TIME: 11:30 AM  

PLACE: Wallyõs Southern Style BBQ 

 3591 Tamiami Trail  

 Port Charlotte  

 941-613-0005 

 

 Sign-up sheet Clubhouse BB. Phone Rickie if you  

have questions or need a ride.  

 

R E D  H A T  C L A S S Y  L A S S I E S 

 

Contact; Nancy Hull , 637-1374 

donhull7@gmail.com  

 

EVENT: VERY IMPORTANT 

 Business Meeting/Lu ncheon  

WHEN/TIME: Monday, 9/20  

TIME: 11:30 AM  

MEET PLACE: V L Clubhouse  

 

 For more info, contact Nancy.  

 

C O M M U N I T Y  U P D A T E S 

TV Channel 95  

T R A V E L  N E W S 

 

Contact: Karen Coldiron  #280, home # 941-575-0065 

cell 941-626-3837, kcoldiron40@comcast.net  

 
Reminder ð Next Season Barbara Mann Productions  

 A reminder if you have reserved seats for either 

òSouth Pacificó or òWest Side Storyó at the Barbara B 

Mann Theater for next winter and have payments 

outstanding , the la st payment is due by 9/1 . 

 

Extended Trip information for 2011  

 The extended trips for 2011 are still available and 

Barbara Anthony of Punta Gorda Travel continues to 

take reservations. If you have an interest or questions 

regarding any of these trips conta ct Barbara ( 941) 

637-8023 or puntagordatravel@gmail.com . 

 

Caribbean Cruise 1/29/11  

 8-night Eastern Caribbean Cruise from Ft. 

Lauderdale on Carnivalõs òFreedom.ó 

Treasures of the Rhine 4/16/11  

 15-night riv erboat cruise from Antwerp to Basel on 

Viking.  

Mediterranean Cruise 9/24/11  

 12-night Mediterranean cruise from Barcelona on 

Carnivalõs newest ship òMagic.ó 

 

Discover Punta Gorda Tour 2  

 This trip is scheduled for 9/14 , at 11:00 AM, and 

weõll be visiting t he mu rals of Punta Gorda by trolley.  

 Louie Desguin, who is a Charlotte county native 

and has a vast amount of community history, will be 

conducting this history lesson on the murals that we 

see each day. On our last trolley trip, he stopped and 

explained a couple of them which were very 

interesting.  

 We now have some openings on this trip. Sign -up 

sheet on BB in Clubhouse. The cost of the trip is $20.00 

per person due now with lunch following (on your 

own) at the Laishley Crab House.  

 

History, Shopping an d Dining on Sanibel  

 Come travel with us by motorcoach to Sanibel 

Island on Thursday, 11/18 . Weõll visit the Sanibel 

Historical Museum and Village and get a look at life 

on Sanibel from the 1880s through the 1940s. Nine 

buildings have been moved to this si te, which 

includes a pioneer home, schoolhouse, general store 

and more.  

 continued  on page 4  

javascript:void
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 Weõll enjoy lunch (on your own) on the island 

before stopping at the Tanger Outlet Mall for a 

couple of hours of shopping or you may choose to 

just enjoy some r efreshments while soaking up our 

great November weather. The cost of the trip is 

$25.00 and includes: Admission to the museum and 

village, motorcoach transportation, and driver 

gratuity . Payment is due to Ventura Lakes Social 

Club, Inc. by 9/1 . 

 

Christmas Light Canal Cruise  

 On Friday evening, 12/ 10, at 5:30 PM, we õll cruise 

the Peace River for 1 -½ hours on  the  òPeggy Jeanó 

pontoon boat. The boat will take us to some of the 

canals of Punta Gorda where we õll view the 

Christmas Lights and usher in the Holiday  Season. If 

you choose to participate, we will each bring an 

appetizer to pass and your own drinks (your 

beverage of choice is allowed on the boat).  

 The cost of this trip is $10.00 per person  and may 

be paid with cash or check payable to Ventura 

Lakes Social Club, Inc. The captainõs gratuity is at 

your discretion. Payment is due by 10/1 . 

 

 If you have questions on any of the above trips, 

please contact Karen Coldiron.  

 

B R E A K F A S T 

 

Contacts: Dick & Betsy Neill  

 

 Our next breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, 

10/2, 8 AM to 9 AM, $4/person.  

 

B L O O D  D R I V E 

 

Contact: Mike Lesser, 575 -6220 

mhlesser@gmail.com  

 

Wednesday, 11/3, 10 AM to Noon  

 

B E R E A V E M E N T  P R O G R A M 

 

Coordinators:  Diana Crist, 637 -2632 

 Elizabeth Cunningham, 637 -6689 

 Debbie Zalucki, 505 -7413 

 

 When a resident passes, the Clubhouse may be 

used either for a memorial service or a luncheon.  

 The coffee, plates, napkins, etc. for the memorial 

service or luncheon are provided by the Social Club.  

 Notify the coordinators  and Nancy Dickey of a 

loss and contact the Ventura Lakes Office at 575 -

6220 to reserve the Clubhouse.  

L I B R A R Y  U P D A T E 

 

Contacts: Gail Rutledge & Diane Dalzell  

 

 The summer is almost over and autumn is around 

the corner. Have you read any good books lately ? 

Our library keeps growing each month, so stop by to 

see what's new to our collection.  

 

Hard Cover:  

Danielle Steele  ................... Big Girl 

Jess Walter  .......................... 1. Land of the Blind  

 2. Over Tumbled Graves  

Lisa Scottoline  ..................... 1. Daddyõs Girl 

 2. Look Again  

Karin Slaughter  ................... 1. Indelib le 

 2. Yellow Lies 

Gwendolen Gross  .............. The Other Mother  

Oversized Paper Backs:  

Jill Mansell ............................ Millieõs Fling 

Celestine Hitiura Vaite  ...... Frangipani  

Kathy Reichs  ....................... Break No Bones  

Paperbacks:  

Anne Rivers Siddons  .......... Sweetwater Creek  

Robert Walker  ..................... Absolute Instinct  

Kathy Rei chs ....................... Devil Bones  

Non -Fiction:  

Robin McGraw  ................... Inside My Heart  

Kevin Trudeau  ..................... Natural Cures òTheyó Donõt 

Want You to Know About  

 

 If youõre a fan of author Debbie Macomber, we 

have 29 of her paperbacks, and we have 22 

paperbacks of author Fern Michaels. All of these 

paperbacks can be found in our 

Romance section.  

 Due to Library space limitations, 

PLEASE donõt donate any catalogs and 

PLEASE donõt donate any magazines 

older than six months. Thank you.  

 Until next monthé happy reading! 

 

S O C I A L  C L U B  C A L E N D A R 

(on wa ll outside kitchen)  

 

 Contact Barb Dworak to add, remove, or 

change items on the large, monthly calendar on the 

wall just outside the Clubhouse kitchen (above the 

water bubbler).  

 Items added to the calendar by anyone other 

than Barb Dworak will be erased.  

 Barb will guide you if management must approve 

your request.  

 

mailto:mhlesser@gmail.com
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L O S T  &  F O U N D No reports.  

 

S M O K I N G  is prohibited in front of the Clubhouse; 

the smoking area has been moved to the back of 

the Clubhouse. òNO SMOKINGó signs will be posted 

at the pool.  

 

V L  N A M E  B A D G E S 

 

Contact: Emil Venclik, 639 -0339 

evenclik@earthlink.net  

 

 Badges are $5.50 each. To order, contact Emil.  

 

M E M O R I A L  B O A R D  P L A Q U E S 

 

Contact: Emil Venclik , 639-0339 

evenclik@earthlink.net  
 

 A memorial plaque  in memory of Lucille L. 

Gilchrist, Lynne Sanfordõs mother and a former VL 

resident , was added to the Memorial Board in 

August . 

 

M E M O R I A L  B O A R D  L I G H T 

 

 If you see that the timer is not working properly, 

please do not adjust it yourself but report the 

problem to the office , 575-6220. Thank you.  

 

V E N T U R A  L A K E S  T R I A T H A L O N 

Barb Lohff, reporter  

 

 Thanks to everyone who braved the heat and 

came over to the Clubhouse for the Pizza Potluck 

(a/k/a ôVL Triathlonõ) on Saturday, 8/14 . 

 

 We enjoyed a nice selection of salads and even 

nicer plethora of desserts.  Even better was the fact 

that there was plenty of pizza to go around.  

 

 The blindfolded wheelchair race was a hoot. 

Who knew that we should have padded the area 20 

feet off the course track? Thanks to all the good 

sports that  hopped on or blindly pushed t he course 

to entertain us all.  

 

 Maybe we should try the real outside triathlon in 

the cool of the winter???? Do I hear a chairperson 

saying, "I'll tackle that one???ó 

 

9 / 1 2  i s  G r a n d p a r e n t s  D a y 
 

P A R K I N G  I S  P R O H I B I T E D under the 

Clubhouse portico, but live parking for passenger 

drop off or to bring items in the Clubhouse is 

permitted.  

 

V A G A B O N D S  

 

Contacts: Paul & Barb Schmidt  

239-209-6934, b.schmidt31@yahoo.com  

 

 Can you believe t he days are getting shorter and 

the evenings cooler (somewhere other than Florida) 

and Fall is right around the corner? That means it will 

be time for the last Vagabond outing of 2010 before 

we know it.  

 Weõll be heading to Blueberry Hill 

(www.blueberryhil lrvresort.com) in Bushnell, FL on 

Thursday, 10/28 -31. Remember , to make your 

reservations , call the campground at 877 -313-0891. 

Hosts will be Ed & Pat Tyndall & Jeff & Jackie 

Brandon. Watch for a pre -rally meeting date on the 

bulletin board.  

 

W E E K L Y  S O C I A L C L U B 

M E E T I N G S  S C H E D U L E 

 

 A Social Club Coffee Meeting is held at 9  AM  

every Wednesday.  

 These are the special meetings held after the 

Coffee Meetings:  
 

 2nd  Wednesday  .............. Board Meeting  

 3rd Wednesday  ............... Business Meeting  

 4th Wednesday  ............... Managerõs Meeting 
 

 The main purpose of the Social Clubõs effort is 

people. People/Volunteers bring life to activities and 

programs in our community. If you're already 

involved, THANK YOU, because without you, weõd 

never reach our goals. If you want to get involved, 

PLEASE contact Social Club president Cathy Aleshire 

at 639 -8135. 

 

 

mailto:b.schmidt31@yahoo.com
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M O N T H  O F  S E P T E M B E R 

Virgo: August  22 ð September  23 

Libra: September  24-Oct ober  23 

 

September Birthstones:  

 Sapphire, Agate, Moonstone, Zircon, Peridot 

(Chrysolite), and Sardonyx.  

 The sapphire is design ated for the 5 th , 23rd and 

45th wedding anniversary; a star sapphire is typically 

given on the 65 th wedding anniversary.  

 

September Birthstone Color:  

 A saturated share of blue, referring to the gem of 

the same name.  

 Sapphire is most commonly found in a  range of 

blue shades. In modern usage, ôsapphireõ refers to a 

deep vibrant blue; however, early 18 th century colors 

called ôsapphireõ were a very light pale blue, closer 

to periwinkle.  

 

September Birth Flower:  

 Aster, the meaning of which is Love, Faith, 

Wisdom, symbolizes Valor.  
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C L U B H O U S E  N E E D S 

 

Contact: Paul Avers, 575 -0726, javers2@aol.com  

 

 For anything relating to the Clubhouse, such as, 

but not limited to, AC or Heat Adjustment, Sound 

Equipment, Supplies, Special Needs , Baby Needs, 

etc., contact Paul.  

 

R E C Y C L E  B I N S 

 
 We no longer need to sort the recycle materials for the 
bins. Any material in either side will work. 

 

Newspapers  Plastic Containers,  

Junk Mail     Codes 1 & 2 only  

Magazines  Steel Cans , no lids  

Phone Books  Clear , Brown , & 

Paperboard     Green Glass  

Cardboard 3õ X 3õ Aluminum Cans  

 

P A R K  D I R E C T O R Y  U P D A T E S 

 

Kathy Fasbinder , 575-9683 

Fasbinder_ventura@yahoo.com  

 

 Submit directory updates to Kathy Fasbinder  at 

575-9683 or fasbinder_ventura@yahoo.com.  

 

N E W S L E T T E R 

 

 For the summer, t he number o f printed  copies has 

been reduced to 100 . 

 

 The October newsletter deadline is Mon day, 

9/20 . 

 

P H O T O C O P I E R is located in the Game Room.  

When using the copier, PLEASE use the òToner Saveró 

mode.  

  If you have problems with the co pier or need 

paper or toner, call Paul Avers #120 575 -0726. 

 

C O F F E E  H O S T S 

 

 The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board for 

those who would like to host an upcoming 

Wednesday morning coffee meeting.  

 

F I R S T  A I D  K I T 

 

 Thereõs a First Aid Kit in the Clubhouse kitchen.  
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R U N N I N G  A  R E D  L I G H T  F E E  

I N C R E A S E D 

 

 Officer Robert Melendez spoke at our 8/4 Social 

Club Meeting and told us that effective 7/1/2010, a 

citation issued for running a red light is $266, if the 

violator accepts the points. However, if the violator  

elects the school option, the fine is reduced to $259!  

 

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R 

 

Joanne,  

 Sounds like everyone is enjoying the weather with 

good times. Pat and I miss VL. Each year we extend 

our time.  This year will be five months.  

 Keep everything in shape and continue to enjoy 

yourselves.  

 Weather on LI has finally òcooled.ó 

Take care.  

George Riegger #36  

 

T H A N K S  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S 
 

 Our advertisers play an essential role in 

the Social Clubõs ability to publish this 

newsletter.  

 

 Our advertisers are local bu sinesses, so 

whenever possible, please give them first 

consideration and let them know you saw 

their ad in our  Ventura  Lakes Community 

News.  

 

9 / 1 6  i s  S t e p f a m i l y  D a y 
 

N E W  A D V E R T I S E R 

 

 Jellybean Computers, owned by Scott 

Baty, is advertising in our newslette r with the 

first ad in this September issue.  

 

 Jellybean  has customers in Ventura 

Lakes and would like to further expand its 

client base here  in our community . 

 

 Scott Baty is a lso a computer instructor at 

the Cultural Center in Port Charlotte.  

W I D O W / W I D O W E R  C L U B 

 

Group Leaders:  Joanne Sullivan  575-7879 

 Lynne Sanford  505-7406 

 

September Events  

9/16  Thursday 9AM  Monthly meeting at 

Clubhouse  

9/24  Friday  5PM Meet at Clubhouse to 

carpool to dinner at ?  

 

 Thank you, Karen Coldiron, for leading the group 

meetin g on 8/19, followed by brunch at Elenaõs. Nine 

members attended, including two new members 

who joined the group in August . 

 

B I R T H  A N N O U N CE M E N T 

 

First Time Grandp arents ~~  

John & Michelle Ciechna #46  

 
 Jake Nicholas Ciechna, short ly after his birth on 

Mond ay afternoon, 8/16 , in Crown Point, Indiana . 

 Michelle emailed, òThis makes John and I 

grandpa and grandma!!!  

 

Congratulations, John & Michelle and family,  

from Ventura Lakes management & residents . 

God bless America and God bless our troops. 


